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Center for Human Rights hosts delegation
from the Embassy of Belgium

Center for  Human Rights

The Center for Human Rights welcomed a high level
delegation from the Embassy of Belgium for a
productive discussion on potential future collaboration,
held on April 8, 2025.The delegation was led by H.E. Dr.
Annelies Verstichel, Ambassador of Belgium to Ethiopia
and Djibouti, and Permanent Representative to the
African Union, IGAD, and UNECA.She was accompanied
by Dr. Luca Ferro and Ms. Gaëlle Nyssen.

Dr.Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center for Human Rights
and Dr. Christophe Van der Beken, Coordinator of the
Center’s PhD Program, welcomed & received the
delegation. Dr. Fasil provided an introductory overview
of the Center’s historical background, structure,
objectives, and human rights initiatives in line with
teaching, research, and community engagement.

The Belgian delegation expressed appreciation for the
warm reception and comprehensive overview.They
engaged in a lively exchange of ideas, exploring
various aspects of the Center’s operations and areas
of mutual interest. 

Law students trained to provide free legal aid to
vulnerable groups

Annual review meeting with the Embassy Sweden  

LAC meetings organized in STRACE II project areas

Center for Human Rights hosts delegation from the
Embassy of Belgium 

 Basic Human Rights training provided to AAU students

PhD Colloquium held at the Center for Human Rights

The meeting was concluded with a
discussion on possible opportunities for
continued and strengthened academic
cooperation between Belgian universities
and the Center.
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Annual review meeting with the Embassy Sweden  on the STRACE- II project 

The Center for Human Rights held its annual review meeting with representatives from the
Embassy of Sweden on May 13, 2025, to assess the second-year implementation of the Support to
Teaching, Research, and Community Engagement (STRACE-II) Project, which is funded by the
Embassy.

The meeting was attended by Mr.Johan Romare, Deputy Head of Mission and Head of
Development Cooperation Section at the Embassy of Sweden in Ethiopia, Mr. Yaser Abdelhamid
and Mrs. Mekdes Chebude from the Embassy. From the Center, Dr.Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center
for Human Rights, along with project staff, participated in the session.

Dr. Fasil Mulatu opened the meeting with a welcoming address, followed by opening remarks from
Mr. Johan Romare. Dr. Fasil then delivered a presentation on the strategic objectives of the STRACE
II-Project. He highlighted key achievements from the second year, shared lessons learned, and
discussed challenges encountered along with the mitigation strategies employed.

Mr.Henok Leulseged, Head of Finance and Administration, presented the financial report, outlining
the project's budget utilization and financial performance over the past year. The meeting was
concluded with a constructive and forward-looking discussion. Participants reflected on
improvements made in response to first-year feedback and shared valuable insights and
recommendations to further enhance the project’s impact in the coming year.



03

The Center for Human Rights provided its Basic Human Rights Mainstreaming Training to
undergraduate students from the Social and Natural Sciences fields of study at Addis Ababa
University, as part of the STRACE-II Project. The sessions were held on April 5 and 12, 2025, at the 4
Killo and 6 Killo campuses.

This initiative aimed to deepen students’ understanding of international, regional, and national
human rights frameworks. The training modules focused on critical thematic areas, including the
rights of women, children, persons with disabilities, workers, and migrants.

The program not only equipped students with a solid foundation in human rights principles and
concepts, but also served as a pilot initiative for replicating such experiences across other
universities in Ethiopia.

The training ensured gender balance, inclusion of persons with disabilities, and diversity among
participants. As the third round of the STRACE-II Project, a total of 474 students were trained.

 Basic Human Rights training provided to AAU students



As part of the Addis Ababa University Research and Tech Expo Week, the Center for Human Rights
took part in the "Meet the Editors" and “Research and Engagement Exhibition” event, held on  May 21
-22, 2025 and organized by the College of Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities (CSSAH).

In his opening remarks, Dr. Ezana Amdework, Executive Dean of CSSAH, emphasized that the
objective of the event was to provide insights for graduate students with essential knowledge on
academic publishing.  The initiative aimed to encourage student contributions to college-affiliated
journals by offering guidance on publishing opportunities, submission guidelines, and academic
writing.

Representing the Center for Human Rights, Dr. Meron Zeleke, Editor-in-Chief of the Ethiopian Journal
of Human Rights (EJHR), delivered an informative presentation on the journal’s mission, scope, and
submission guidelines, and addressed participants' questions during an engaging Q&A session.

The Ethiopian Journal of Human Rights (EJHR) is the only reputable multidisciplinary journal in
Ethiopia focusing exclusively on human rights. It is published annually by the Center for Human
Rights at Addis Ababa University, covering a wide range of topics. EJHR has been accredited by
AAU’s Senate Standing Committee for Research and Publication, as well as by the Ministry of
Education. The journal is also indexed on African Journals Online (AJOL) and Ethiopian Journals
Online (EJOL).

The event featured contributions from other key editors, including those from The Ethiopian Journal
of Social Sciences and Humanities and The Ethiopian Journal of Federal Studies, who shared
valuable insights into their respective journals and editorial expectations.The Center’s participation
in this academic initiative reflects its ongoing commitment to fostering a culture of research, critical
inquiry, and scholarly publication in the field of human rights.
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Center for Human Rights participates in "Meet the Editors"  event  at AAU 



On April 11, 2025, the Center for Human Rights
hosted a PhD colloquium that brought
together doctoral candidates to present their
research proposals and methodologies. The
session provided a platform for candidates to
address key questions and receive critical
input from fellow scholars and experts.

Participants actively engaged in the
discussions, offering constructive feedback
and posing thoughtful questions aimed at
strengthening the research frameworks. The
colloquium fostered a collaborative
academic environment and promoted
rigorous scholarly exchange.

 LAC meetings held in STRACE II project areas
On March 29, 2025, the first round of Local Advisory
Committee (LAC) meetings for the year was
convened across STRACE - II Project sites, including
Addis Ababa, Adama, Ambo, Debre Berhan, and
Hawassa.

During these meetings, project offices presented
updates on the project's progress over the past four
months, focusing on the provision of free legal
services and efforts to raise awareness about human
rights. The meetings were designed to enhance
transparency and accountability, ensuring
stakeholders remained informed and actively
involved in the project’s implementation.

Serving as a vital platform for collaboration and
coordination, the LAC meetings brought together
diverse stakeholders, such as governmental
organizations, civil society groups, and community
associations. This collaborative approach helps
strengthen partnerships and contributes to the
effective realization of the STRACE - II  Project’s goals. 

PhD Colloquium held at the Center for Human Rights
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As part of its ongoing commitment to promoting human rights and access to justice, the Center
for Human Rights trained 80 paralegals by selecting third- and fourth-year undergraduate law
students from Addis Ababa, Ambo, Debre Berhan,  and Hawassa universities during the training
held from March 26 to 29, 2025.

This training initiative is a key component of the STRACE-II Project, and is aimed at strengthening
the provision of free legal aid services at the project’s dedicated centers in the four cities.

The training equipped students with both theoretical and practical knowledge essential for
delivering legal assistance to vulnerable groups. Training modules covered a wide range of
topics including human rights, the legal profession, principles of paralegalism, civil procedure,
family law, the law of succession, property law, and employment law.

Upon completion of the program, the trained students were deployed to the free legal aid
centers, where they are now actively serving individuals in need; particularly women, children,
persons with disabilities, workers, and migrants. Their contribution plays a critical role in bridging
the justice gap and ensuring that marginalized communities have access to legal support.

Law students trained to provide free legal aid to vulnerable groups
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From May 12 to 16, 2025, the Center for Human Rights trained community rights promoters from
various local associations in the STRACE-II  project areas; Addis Ababa, Adama, Ambo, Debre
Berhan, and Hawassa to strengthen grassroots advocacy.

This initiative aims to foster collaboration with local communities in advancing awareness,
protection, and promotion of human rights within their respective localities. Participants, including
leaders of community associations and art groups, took part in sessions designed to build their
capacity and knowledge in human rights advocacy.

The training covered core human rights principles, with particular emphasis on the rights of
vulnerable groups, including women, children, persons with disabilities, workers, and
migrants/refugees. By equipping participants with essential advocacy skills, the Center for Human
Rights seeks to empower communities to actively promote human rights and integrate rights-
based approaches into local decision-making processes.

Community Rights Promoters trained to advance Human Rights in STRACE II
project areas



Biannual staff meeting reviews six-month progress of STRACE II project

The biannual staff meeting, held from June 6 to 8,2025 reviewed the midterm implementation of
the third year of the STRACE -II  project in Addis Ababa, Adama, Ambo, Debre Berhan, and Hawassa.

During the meeting, sub-projects' coordinators and area managers presented their progress
reports, and the Head of Admin and Finance provided a financial report. The presentations focused
on project performance, particularly in promoting and protecting human rights. They highlighted
key outcomes, challenges encountered, and mitigation strategies

The meeting emphasized major activities such as research initiatives, capacity building trainings,
human rights promotions, and the provision of free legal aid. Success stories were shared,
indicating the impact of these services in addressing rights violations.

Following the presentations, a discussion was held to address challenges encountered during the
project’s implementation. Dr.Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center for Human Rights, concluded the
meeting by addressing these challenges and providing feedback emphasizing project impacts
and systemic changes.
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Human Rights Training provided for Local Government Officials & CSOs

From May 6 to 8, 2025, our Center conducted human rights training for local government officials
and civil society organizations (CSOs) in the STRACE - II project areas, including Addis Ababa,
Adama, Ambo, Debre Berhan, and Hawassa. In the Adama project area, the program specifically
targeted Customary Court Judges.

The training aimed to enhance stakeholders' knowledge and capacity in protecting human rights,
with a special focus on the rights of women, children, workers, person with disabilities and
migrants, in line with both international and domestic laws.

This initiative is designed to ensure that the rights of all individuals, particularly vulnerable groups,
are safeguarded by law. By equipping participants with the necessary skills and knowledge, we
aim to improve their awareness and  decision making, fostering more inclusive and preventative
approaches to protecting the rights of vulnerable populations.

09



Center for  Human Rights

Contact us

+251-111-22-37-83

centerforhumanrights@aau.edu.et

centerforhumanrights.aau

center-for-human-rights

@chr_aau

@centerforhumanrights-aau

CBE AAU  , Near to Goethe Institute

www.chr-aau.org


