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CHR and OHCHR mark International
Human Rights Day with youth-centered
dialogue

The Center for Human Rights organized this year's
International Human Rights Day commemorative
event on the 1lth of December, 2025 in
collaboration with the OHCHR at AAU's main
campus.The event, held under the theme “Human
Rights: Our Everyday Essentials” aimed to
stimulate critical thinking on the essentials for

human dignity and amplify youth perspectives on
fundamental rights.

DrEzana Amdework, Executive Dean of CSSAH,
opened the program by recognizing the Center’s
contribution to AAU's 75-year legacy in education,
research, and community service. HE. Marcel
C.Akpovo, Regional Director for Eastern and
Southern Africa, OHCHR highlighted the everyday
nature of human rights and underscored freedom
of expression and education as foundations of
democratic societies.
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International Human Rights Day Commemoration ...

Goodwill messages were delivered by H.E Birhanu Adello , Chief Commissioner of the EHRC, offered
three externships placements to the winners of the Human Rights Essay competition .On the other
hand, Martha Zenebe , country coordinator of EWDNA, stressed the need for inclusive human rights
development and protection. In addition , EU Ambassador H.E. Sofie From-Emmesberger reaffirmed
the EUs support to Ethiopia through justice reform, institutional strengthening, and youth
engagement.

The program featured an essay competition for undergraduate students on the sub-themes of
freedom of expression, both online and offline, and the right to education. From a total of 68
participants, three winners were selected and honored at the event: Yared Ermiyas from Bishoftu
Veterinary School took first place, Eman Ahmed from the College of Commerce secured second
place, and Yerosen Dersea from the School of Law won third place.

In recognition of their achievements, an award ceremony was held which was followed by a panel
discussion moderated by Professor Christophe, where the students presented their essays and
reflected on everyday human rights challenges, the responsibilities of the state and armed groups
in safeguarding education, and the lived experiences that shape their understanding of the right to
freedom of expression. Panel of judges, Dr.Mekdes Tadele and Abduletif Kedir also shared their
reflections on the essays, underscoring the importance of youth-led discourse in shaping the future
of human rights.

The event was concluded with closing remarks from Dr. Anchinesh Shiferaw, Head of the CHR, and
Joseph Noubadoum, OHCHR representatives, recognizing the renewed commitment for the
protection and promotion of human rights and the importance of youth engagement in human
rights discourse and practice.
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The Center hosts an Interdisciplinary Panel Discussion in the Commemoration

of this year's International Human Rights Day

The Center for Human Rights also marked the commemoration of the International Human Rights
Day with another parallel event — a panel discussion on the theme of “ Advancing Human Rights
through Interdisciplinary Inquiry ” on December 9, 2025, at Ras Mekonnen Hall, AAU.

The program commenced with welcoming remarks by Dr. Anchinesh Shiferaw, Head of the Center
for Human Rights, who emphasized the Center’'s ongoing initiatives in the promotion and protection
of human rights. This was followed by opening remarks by Dr. Ezana Amdework, Executive Dean of
the College of Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities, underscoring the importance of bridging
specialized academic disciplines to advance human rights practice and scholarship.

The panel featured distinguished scholars presenting their work from diverse disciplinary
perspectives, addressing a wide range of themes. These included: A Productive Tension: Where
Anthropology Meets Human Rights by Dr.Dereje Feyessa, Philosophy and Human Rights by Dr.Tena
Dewo ,Violations of Human Rights and Measures to Mitigate Them: A Historical Perspective, by
Professor Bahru Zewde and Human Rights from Gender and Disability Perspectives by Dr.Sewalem
Tsega.

The program aims to create a deeper understanding of how interdisciplinary approaches can
contribute to the protection and promotion of human rights, while also inspiring further cross-
disciplinary research and collaboration. Participants included faculty, staff, and students from Addis
Ababa University, as well as representatives from government offices and civil society organizations
(CsOs). Attendees were actively engaged in the dialogue, offering insights and reflections on the
role of interdisciplinary inquiry in advancing human rights in Ethiopia and beyond.




Annual review meeting with the Embassy Sweden on the STRACE- Il project
Implementation
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The Center for Human Rights held its annual review meeting with representatives from the
Embassy of Sweden on May 13, 2025, to assess the second-year implementation of the Support to
Teaching, Research, and Community Engagement (STRACE-II) Project, which is funded by the
Embassy.

The meeting was attended by MrJohan Romare, Deputy Head of Mission and Head of
Development Cooperation Section at the Embassy of Sweden in Ethiopia, Mr. Yaser Abdelhamid
and Mrs. Mekdes Chebude from the Embassy. From the Center, Dr.Fasil Mulatu, Former Head of the
Center for Human Rights, along with project staff, participated in the session.

Dr. Fasil Mulatu opened the meeting with a welcoming address, followed by opening remarks from
Mr. Johan Romare. Dr. Fasil then delivered a presentation on the strategic objectives of the STRACE
lI-Project. He highlighted key achievements from the second year, shared lessons learned, and
discussed challenges encountered along with the mitigation strategies employed.

Mr.Henok Leulseged, Head of Finance and Administration, presented the financial report, outlining
the project's budget utilization and financial performance over the past year. The meeting was
concluded with a constructive and forward-looking discussion. Participants reflected on
improvements made in response to first-year feedback and shared valuable insights and
recommendations to further enhance the project’s impact in the coming year.



Project Advisory Committee Meeting for STRACE Il Held in Addis Ababa

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting for the STRACE Il Project was held on Novermber 13,
2025, in Addis Ababa. The Committee consists of senior experts from key stakeholder institutions
that plays a crucial role in providing strategic guidance, strengthening collaboration, maximizing
project impact, and promoting the sustainability of STRACE Il Project initiatives.

The meeting hosted senior experts from stakeholder institutions, court presidents, and federal and
regional government officials from the five project areas, along with representatives from
international organizations and civil society organizations working to protect the rights of vulnerable
groups. Together, these members reviewed progress, shared insights, and explored strategies to
further strengthen implementation.

During the meeting, experts from the Center presented the third-year project activities,
achievements, and impacts, highlighting progress in human rights teaching and research, policy
dialogue, capacity building, networking and partnerships on access to justice, free legal aid
services, and human rights awareness initiatives. Project Managers from Addis Ababa, Adama,
Ambo, Debre Berhan, and Hawassa also shared success stories, particularly regarding the provision
of free legal aid services, stakeholder collaboration, and community-level human rights awareness
and protection initiatives.

PAC members acknowledged the strong collaboration and sense of ownership fostered among
stakeholders and Community Rights Promoters, noting improvements in awareness creation,
referral linkages, and human rights sensitivity. The committee also discussed the project’s overall
implementation and provided feedback to strengthen future collaboration, enhance human rights
promotion, and improve access-to-justice strategies aiming to support positive and sustainable
outcomes.



Center for Human Rights delivers Specialized Training on the Human Rights of
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

The Center for Human Rights organized a postgraduate-level specialized training on The Human
Rights of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Ethiopia from August 11-15, 2025, in Addis Ababa.

Designed for high- and mid-level government officials from federal and regional institutions, as well
as leaders of civil society organizations, the program aimed to strengthen participants’ knowledge
and practical skills in addressing the human rights challenges faced by IDPs, particularly in the
context of development project implementation.

During the five-day training, participants explored the causes and impacts of internal displacement
and examined its links to human rights, development, and the rule of law. Sessions also addressed
Ethiopia’s legal and institutional frameworks, the effects of development projects on displaced
communities, and introduced monitoring and evaluation approaches to support rights-based
decision-making.

Through group discussions and case studies, participants engaged in applying human rights—
based approaches within their institutions, with one participant noting that the training provided
valuable insight for considering people’s rights in urban renewal activities.

In his closing remarks, Dr. Fasil Mulatu, Former Head of the Center for Human Rights, emphasized the

importance of strong institutional commitment to safeguarding the rights of IDPs and highlighted
the need to integrate human rights principles into every stage of development planning and
implementation to ensure sustainable and inclusive outcomes.




National Policy Dialogue Forum addresses Human Rights of Vulnerable

Communities in Conflict-Affected Ethiopia

[ ] e 1 The Center for Human Rights organized a
p & two-day National Policy Dialogue Forum
from August 25-26, 2025, in Addis Ababa.
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Held under the theme “The Human Rights
of Vulnerable Communities in Conflict-
Affected Ethiopia,” the forum served as a
platform for critical policy discussions,
focusing on the protection and promotion
of human rights for communities impacted
by conflict affected regions of Ethiopia. The
forum brought together representatives
from federal and regional governments,
W policymakers, legal scholars, human rights
defenders, and civil society organizations
¥ who shared their experiences and ideds on
B current human rights challenges.

In his welcoming speech, Dr.Fasil Mulatu, Former Head of the Center for Human Rights, emphasized
the Center's commitment to promoting and protecting human rights in Ethiopia through muilti-
disciplinary education, research, and community engagement. He highlighted the Center’s
initiatives, which include multidisciplinary academic programs, free legal aid services, capacity-
building efforts, and the organization of policy dialogue forums grounded in research-based
approaches.

Dr.Ezana Amdework, Executive Dean of the College of Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities (CSSAH),
in his opening remark addressed the urgent need to respond to the humanitarian crises caused by
ongoing conflicts across the country. He noted that widespread displacement, emotional trauma,
and violations of human rights demand immediate attention. As part of its academic mission, the
university aims to contribute by generating evidence-based policy recommendations to support
vulnerable populations at national, regional, and local levels.

Researchers affiliated with the Center presented key insights and recommendations centered on six
major themes: the rights of ethnic minorities displaced by conflict, the vulnerability of ethnic
minorities amidst conflict ; the role of hate speech and disinformation in inciting violence against
ethnic and religious minorities ; the challenges faced by persons with disabilities in conflict
situations and their quest for visibility and inclusion; the experiences and resilient pathways of
children affected by conflict; and the integration of child rights and children’s voices in Ethiopia’s
transitional justice and reconciliation processes.

As the forum came to a close, participants expressed strong appreciation for the discussions and
shared insights. Dr. Fasil reaffirmed the Center’s dedication to transforming the ideas and feedback
gathered during the forum into policy brief documents that will guide future efforts. Overall, the
event strengthened collaboration among stakeholders and reinforced the Center’s ongoing work to
advance human rights across Ethiopia.



The Center organized a Networking & Experience Sharing Workshop

The Center for Human Rights organized a Networking and Experience Sharing Workshop on “Free
Legal Aid Services and Other Human Rights Initiatives” on October 16, 2025, in Addis Ababa. The
networking members, formed in 2020, included representatives from universities, government
institutions, and civil society organizations (CSOs) participated to share experiences, exchange
lessons learned, and strengthen partnerships in advancing free legal aid and human rights
initiatives in Ethiopia.

Opening remarks were delivered by Dr. Ezana Amdework, Dean of CSSAH, followed by Dr. Anchinesh
Sheferaw, Head of the Center, who presented the Center’s experiences, focusing on opportunities
and challenges in advancing multidisciplinary human rights scholarship and community
engagement within the framework of institutional autonomy.

Key presentations were delivered by Arba Minch University, reflecting on sustaining impact amid
declining aid, while Arsi University and Haramaya University shared their institutional experiences in
advancing free legal aid and human rights initiatives. The Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association
(EWLA) also provided valuable insights on the Free Legal Aid Services Draft Proclamation.

participants approved the request made by the Ethiopian Lawyers Association to join the network ,
and concluded the workshop with a shared commitment to strengthen collaboration among
universities, government bodies, and CSOs in advancing free legal aid and human rights initiatives
in Ethiopia.




Academic Conference on a book project held on Human Rights in Conflict

Affected Ethiopia

The Center for Human Rights organized an academic conference on a book project under the theme
of “Empirical Research Findings on the Human Rights of Vulnerable Groups in Conflict-Affected
Ethiopia” on December 4, 2025, in Addis Ababa. This conference is part of a book writing process in
the context of the STRACE Il project being implemented by the Center.

In her welcoming remarks, Dr. Anchinesh Shiferaw, Head of the Center, emphasized the importance
of strengthening scholarly dialogue and advancing evidence-based understanding of human rights
challenges in conflict settings. She highlighted the need to examine the root causes of violations,
their remedies, and the impact of current realities through interdisciplinary research. Dr. Ezana
Amdework, Dean of the College of Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities at Addis Ababa University,
also delivered an opening remark.

Participants included scholars, experts, and officials from government and civil society organizations.
Professor Christophe Van der Beken, staff member of the Center and, together with Dr. Meron Zeleke,
editor of the planned book, noted that ten studies were conducted by high profile scholars using
multidisciplinary approaches, with six of them presented at the conference. All studies, which
benefited from both doctrinal and empirical research, focus on the multidimensional link between
human rights, conflict, and vulnerable communities. Within this framework, the studies cover such
issues as the vulnerability of displaced women, denial of information during war, mental health in
schools, rights of ethnic and religious minorities, rights of persons with disabilities, and the rise of hate
speech and disinformation. The book aims to highlight the disproportionate violations vulnerable
groups face in conflict-settings and offer policy and legal recommendation for improved protection.
While different rounds of review have already been conducted, Professor Van der Beken pointed out
that the academic conference is another opportunity for the authors and editors to receive
feedback and ensure high quality standards for the book.

The conference, furthermore, served as a platform for sharing findings, networking, and fostering
academic dialogue. Participants engaged actively in discussion and Q&A sessions, and
Dr. Anchinesh concluded the event by thanking participants for their constructive feedback.
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The Center Validates Draft Curricula for Postgraduate-Level Short-Term

Trainings

The Center for Human Rights organized a Validation Workshop on December 12, 2025, in Addis
Ababa to review draft curricula for postgraduate-level short-term trainings.

Opening remarks were delivered by Dr. Anchinesh Sheferaw, followed by an introduction outlining
the objectives of the workshop. Mrs. Angatu Ejeta, the Training Officer, explained that the curricula
were developed under the sub-project — | of Support to Human Rights Teaching and Training,
Research , Policy Practice Collaboration and Diffusion and Community Engagement phase-li
project ( STRACE-II project ) under the category of Multidisciplinary Human Rights Teaching and
Training, following the completion of a Needs Assessment Report. The assessment identified high
market demand for training in areas focusing on the rights of vulnerable groups, including women
and children, as well as emerging issues such as business and human rights and human rights-
based approaches to development.

Presentations on draft curricula were made in four thematic areas: Child Justice by Dr. Kassahun
Tilahun and Dr. Emebet Mulugeta; Women'’s Rights in Conflict and Displacement Settings by Dr.
Meron Zelek; Business and Human Rights by Dr. Fasil Mulatu and Dr. Brightman G/Michael; and
Human Rights-Based Approach to Development by Professor Christophe Vander Beken and Dr.
Abdi Jibril.

The curriculum developers entertained questions, feedbacks and comments from the participants
of the workshop which they addressed in their reflections and responses. Furthermore, participants
from universities, government institutions, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders
engaged in group discussions, providing substantive feedback to refine the curricula. The sessions
were moderated by Dr. Mekdes Tadele and Abdulatif Kedir.

The planned short-term trainings are designed to be accredited, skills-oriented, practically
relevant, and responsive to contemporary human rights challenges. They aim to build the capacity
of government institutions, civil society organizations, and business actors by enhancing their
knowledge and skills in respecting and protecting human rights.




Center for Human Rights hosts delegation from the Embassy of Belgium

The Center for Human Rights welcomed a high level
delegation from the Embassy of Belgium for a
productive discussion on potential future collaboration,
held on April 8, 2025.The delegation was led by
H.E. Dr. Annelies Verstichel, Ambassador of Belgium to
Ethiopia and Djibouti, and Permanent Representative to
the African Union, IGAD, and UNECAShe was
accompanied by Dr. Luca Ferro and Ms. Gaélle Nyssen.

Dr.Fasil Mulatu, Former Head of the Center for Human
Rights and Dr. Christophe Van der Beken, Coordinator of
the Center's PhD Program, welcomed & received the
delegation. Dr.Fasil provided an introductory overview
of the Center's historical background, structure,
objectives, and human rights initiatives in line with
teaching, research, and community engagement.

The Belgian delegation expressed appreciation for the
warm reception and comprehensive overview.They
engaged in a lively exchange of ideas, exploring various
aspects of the Center’s operations and areas of mutual
interest. The meeting was concluded with a discussion
on possible opportunities for continued and
strengthened academic cooperation between Belgian
universities and the Center.

The Center offers advisory opinion on Residential Housing Rent Control and
Administration Proclamation No.1320/2024

The Center for Human Rights participated in a
public hearing organized by the Council of
Constitutional Inquiry on October 18, 2025,
offering advisory opinion on Residential
Housing Rent Control and Administration
Proclamation No.1320/2024 and Directive No.
7/2016 issued by the Addis Ababa City
Administration Housing Development Bureau.

The issue in dispute are whether the laws are
promulgated following strict constitutional
systems and whether the laws breach basic
human rights enshrined in the constitution -
like the right to property and the right to
access to justice.




The Center provided a training on the Rights of National Minorities

The Center for Human Rights in collaboration with
Heinrich B&ll Stiftung Horn of Africa, provided a training
on “The Rights of National Minorities” on December 19,
2025, in Addis Ababa. As part of its ongoing community
service initiatives, the Center emphasizes the
promotion and protection of the rights of vulnerable
groups, including women, children, migrants, ethnic
minorities, workers, and persons with disabilities.

The training provided participants with a wide-ranging
understanding of Ethiopia’s experience in safeguarding
the rights of national and ethnic minorities. Key areas
of the training and discussions included the definition
of the minority concept, international normative
standards on minority rights, Ethiopia’s ethnic minority
context, and the protection of minority rights through
both legal and practical measures.

Representatives from government institutions and civil society organisations actively participated in
the discussions and knowledge-sharing. The training is expected to strengthen existing mechanisms
of minority protection, identify gaps, and support the development of effective measures to ensure
the fulfillment of national minority rights in Ethiopia.

Basic Human Rights training provided to AAU students

The Center for Human Rights provided its Basic

Human  Rights  Mainstreaming  Training  to

undergraduate students from the Social and Natural

Sciences fields of study at Addis Ababa University, as

part of the STRACE-II Project. The sessions were held
y on April 5 and 12, 2025, at the 4 Killo and 6 Killo
., campuses.

This initiative aimed to deepen students’
understanding of international, regional, and national
human rights frameworks. The training modules

' focused on critical thematic areas, including the
: rights of women, children, persons with disabilities,
5 \workers, and migrants.

The program not only equipped students with a solid
foundation in human rights principles and concepts,

" but also served as a pilot initiative for replicating such

-« experiences across other universities in Ethiopia.The
training ensured gender balance, inclusion of persons
with disabilities, and diversity among participants. As
the third round of the STRACE-II Project, a total of 535
students were trained.




Center for Human Rights participates in "Meet the Editors” event at AAU

As part of the Addis Ababa University Research and Tech Expo Week, the Center for Human Rights
took part in the "Meet the Editors” and “Research and Engagement Exhibition” event, held on
May 21 -22, 2025 and organized by the College of Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities (CSSAH).

In his opening remarks, Dr. Ezana Amdework, Executive Dean of CSSAH, emphasized that the
objective of the event was to provide insights for graduate students with essential knowledge on
academic publishing. The initiative aimed to encourage student contributions to college-affiliated
journals by offering guidance on publishing opportunities, submission guidelines, and academic
writing.

Representing the Center for Human Rights, Dr. Meron Zeleke, Editor-in-Chief of the Ethiopian
Journal of Human Rights (EJHR), delivered an informative presentation on the journal’s mission,
scope, and submission guidelines, and addressed participants’ questions during an engaging Q&A
session.

The Ethiopian Journal of Human Rights (EJHR) is the only reputable multidisciplinary journal in
Ethiopia focusing exclusively on human rights. It is published annually by the Center for Human
Rights at Addis Ababa University, covering a wide range of topics. EJHR has been accredited by
AAU's Senate Standing Committee for Research and Publication, as well as by the Ministry of
Education. The journal is also indexed on African Journals Online (AJOL) and Ethiopian Journals
Online (EJOL).

The event featured contributions from other key editors, including those from The Ethiopian Journal
of Social Sciences and Humanities and The Ethiopian Journal of Federal Studies, who shared
valuable insights into their respective journals and editorial expectations.The Center’s participation
in this academic initiative reflects its ongoing commitment to fostering a culture of research, critical
inquiry, and scholarly publication in the field of human rights.

A.AU COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
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Local Advisory Committee (LAC) meetings strengthen STRACE Il Projectimpact
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Local Advisory Committee (LAC) meetings were held three times during the 2025 budget year across
the STRACE Il project areas; Addis Ababa, Adama, Ambo, Debre Berhane, and Hawassa. These
gatherings brought together government offices, civil society organizations, religious institutions, and
community associations, reaffirming the LACs’ pivotal role in promoting and protecting human rights
within the project implementation areas.

During the meetings, project offices presented updates on recent activities, including the provision of
free legal services, capacity building and human rights awareness using radio programs,
promotional materials and community outreach efforts. These initiatives have focused on promoting
and protecting the rights of women, children, persons with disabilities, workers, and migrants/IDPs.
Community Rights Promoters (CRPs), trained by the Center, also shared success stories of resolving
disputes through Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), advancing inclusive governance, and
facilitating referrals to legal services.

The sessions highlighted achievements in collaborative engagement, strengthened partnerships
among stakeholders, and inspired systemic approaches to addressing human rights challenges.
Several stakeholders recognized the Center's impactful role by presenting certificates of
appreciation, underscoring the STRACE Il Project’s growing grassroots credibility. Participants further
called for the continued support, expansion, and institutionalization of the program to ensure
sustainability and deeper community reach.

Overall, the LAC meetings reinforced that STRACE Il has significantly contributed to rights protection,
awareness creation, and dispute prevention, while fostering stronger collaboration among
government institutions, schools, civil society organizations, and community-based structures.



Center for Human Rights hosted a summer school
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The Center for Human Rights hosted a summer school under the topic of "Community
Engagement and Co-creation of knowledge in Humanities " co-organized by our academic staff
Dr.Meron Zeleke together with the alumni of the Volkswagen Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship
Program in the Humanities in Sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa from 15-18 December, 2025.

Professor Christophe Van der Beken delivers inaugural lecture marking his
promotion to Full Professorship

On November 20, 2025, Professor Christophe Van der Beken
Anu coLLEGE OF SociAL SCENCES —  dlglivered his inaugural lecture titled “From Multiculturalism to
Interculturalism: Human Rights and the Quest for Social
Cohesion in Ethiopia” at Bahiru Zewede Hall, College of Social
Science, Arts and Humanities (CSSAH). The event, organized
by CSSAH, celebrated his promotion to the rank of Full
Professor, approved earlier by the Governing Board of Addis
g Ababa University on July 29, 2025.

Dr. Ezana Amdework, Dean of CSSAH, opened the program
with congratulatory remarks and recognition of Professor Van
der Beken's contributions. In his presentation, Professor
Christophe analyzed the statuses of Minority Rights
recognition and institutional mechanisms for their
enforcements under Ethiopia’s constitutions of different
regimes since Emperor Haile Selassie, highlighted gaps in the
current system of minority protection, and offered
recommendations to strengthen minority rights and promote
social cohesion through intercultural dialogue promoting
interculturalism. Participants were actively engaged with key
issues during the Q&A session.

Staff from the Center for Human Rights and PhD candidates joined in congratulating Professor
Christophe, acknowledging his profound impact on human rights scholarship in Ethiopia.



Law students trained to provide free legal aid to vulnerable groups

As part of its ongoing commitment to
promoting human rights and access to
justice, the Center for Human Rights trained 80
paralegals by selecting third- and fourth-
year undergraduate law students from Addis
Ababa, Ambo, Debre Berhan, and Hawassa
universities during the training held from
March 26 to 29, 2025.

As part of its ongoing commitment to
promoting human rights and access to
justice, the Center for Human Rights trained 80
paralegals by selecting third- and fourth-year
undergraduate low students from Addis
Ababa, Ambo, Debre Berhan, and Hawassa
universities during the training held from
March 26 to 29, 2025.

This training initiative is a key component of the STRACE-II Project, and is aimed at strengthening the
provision of free legal aid services at the project’s dedicated centers in the four cities.The training
equipped students with both theoretical and practical knowledge essential for delivering legal
assistance to vulnerable groups. Training modules covered a wide range of topics including human
rights, the legal profession, principles of paralegalism, civil procedure, family law, the law of
succession, property law, and employment law.

Upon completion of the program, the trained students were deployed to the free legal aid centers,
where they are now actively serving individuals in need; particularly women, children, persons with
disabilities, workers, and migrants. Their contribution plays a critical role in bridging the justice gap
and ensuring that marginalized communities have access to legal support.

PhD Colloquium held at the Center for Human Rights

L

o PR ErF— On April 11, 2025, the Center for Human Rights hosted a PhD
colloquium that brought together doctoral candidates to
present their research proposals and methodologies. The
session provided a platform for candidates to address key
questions and receive critical input from fellow scholars
and experts.

Participants actively engaged in the discussions,
offering constructive feedback and posing thoughtful
questions aimed at strengthening the research
frameworks. The colloquium fostered a collaborative
academic environment and promoted rigorous
scholarly exchange.




STRACE- Il Project held the Bi annual staff meeting and reviewed its impact
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The STRACE-II Project took place
its biannual staff meeting from
November 22-23, 2025, bringing
together team members from
Addis Ababa, Ambo, Adama,
Debre Berhan, and Hawassa

project areas. The meeting
aimed to review project
implementation progress, share
updates, and assess key
outcomes. The program was
officially opened by Dr. Anchinesh
Shiferaw, Head of the Center for
Human Rights, followed by
presentations from sub-project
teams, free legal aid centers, and

financial administration head.

Throughout the two-day event, discussions and presentations focused on the project’s
performance in advancing human rights through mainstreaming initiatives, research, policy
dialogue, networking, capacity-building trainings, free legal aid services, awareness raising and
community outreach. Success stories highlighted the impact of these efforts in addressing rights
violations and strengthening collaboration among stakeholders and institutionalizing the culture of
human rights in the functioning of government stakeholders.

Project managers emphasized, that the initiatives have contributed to significant changes,
including, inter alia, improved attitudes toward human rights within communities, increased
willingness of stakeholder institutions to adopt human rights -based approaches, and stronger
commitment among customary judges following targeted capacity-building trainings to uphold
the rights of vulnerable groups. The project also fostered community-led promotion of women’s and
children’s rights, enhanced collaboration and shared understanding among stakeholders, improved
redress mechanisms, and reduced impunity. In addition, the reports underlined that referral
systems and information exchanges were strengthened, while improved awareness and trust in free
legal aid services significantly increased.

The meeting was concluded with discussions on lessons learned, challenges encountered, and the
ways forward. In this regard, project managers underscored the importance of establishing
partnerships through Memorandum of Understanding with key stakeholders to reinforce
collaboration and ensure the sustainability of outcomes achieved through collaboration with
government stakeholders. The program wrapped up with a staff retreat dedicated to team-building
and reflection.



Workshop on Minority Rights and African Participation in UN Regime held in
Addis Ababa

The Center for Human Rights of Addis Ababa University, in collaboration with the Tom Lantos
Institute, organized a workshop on “International Minority Rights and Prospects for African
Participation” on September 25, 2025, in Addis Ababa. The event was funded by Heinrich Béll Stiftung
Horn of Africa. The workshop aimed to explore key issues in international minority protection, the
accommodation of ethnocultural diversity in Africa, and the potential development of a handbook
on African minority rights.

The program opened with welcoming remarks from Dr. Ezana Amdework, Dean of the College of
Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities at Addis Ababa University, followed by Dr. Anna-Maria Biro,
Director of the Tom Lantos Institute.

Scholars from the Tom Lantos Institute, Dublin City University, and Addis Ababa University explored
the evolution of international minority protection, UN jurisprudence, African engagement in global
frameworks, and comparative insights on Ethiopia and Kenya. They also examined indigenous rights
and mechanisms within the African Union. H.E. Dr. Annelies Verstichel, Ambassador of Belgium to
Ethiopia and Djibouti, as well as government officials, scholars, experts, and representatives from
national and international NGOs and organizations, participated in the workshop.

The workshop served as a platform for dialogue on key issues related to minority protection and
ethnocultural diversity. It also aimed to strengthen cooperation between the Center for Human
Rights and the Tom Lantos Institute, paving the way for future collaborative initiatives including the
potential development of a handbook on African minority rights.



Human Rights Training provided for Local Government Officials & CSOs

From May 6 to 8, 2025, our Center
conducted human rights training

~ forlocal government officials and
. civil society organizations (CSOs)
in the STRACE - Il project areas,
including Addis Ababa, Adama,
| Ambo, Debre Berhan, and
Hawassa. In the Adama project
areq, the program specifically
targeted  Customary  Court
Judges.

The training aimed to enhance stakeholders’ knowledge and capacity in protecting human rights,
with a special focus on the rights of women, children, workers, person with disabilities and migrants,
in line with both international and domestic laws. This initiative is designed to ensure that the rights
of all individuals, particularly vulnerable groups, are safeguarded by law. By equipping participants
with the necessary skills and knowledge, we aim to improve their awareness and decision making,
fostering more inclusive and preventative approaches to protecting the rights of vulnerable
populations.

Community Rights Promoters trained to advance Human Rights in STRACE I
project areas

From May 12 to 16, 2025, the Center for Human
Rights trained community rights promoters
from various local associations in the STRACE- §
Il project areas; Addis Ababa, Adama, Ambo, :
Debre Berhan, and Hawassa to strengthen
grassroots advocacy.

This initiative aims to foster collaboration with

local communities in advancing awareness,

protection, and promotion of human rights B

within their respective localities. Participants, g

including leaders of community associations

and art groups, took part in sessions designed

to build their capacity and knowledge in =~ == : -
human rights advocacy. ” e li

The training covered core human rights principles, with particular emphasis on the rights of
vulnerable groups, including women, children, persons with disabilities, workers, and
migrants/refugees. By equipping participants with essential advocacy skills, the Center for Human
Rights seeks to empower communities to actively promote human rights and integrate rights-
based approaches into local decision-making processes.
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