
The Master’s in Human Rights program is an interdisciplinary program
designed to provide advanced graduate training in human rights,
equipping students with strong theoretical knowledge, research skills,
consultancy expertise and teaching competencies. Through this
program, the Center for Human Rights aims to produce highly skilled
professionals capable of addressing complex human rights challenges
from both local and global perspectives. The curriculum fosters in-
depth analytical skills and specialized knowledge, preparing graduates
to engage critically with contemporary human rights issues across
disciplines. 

The Master’s in Human Rights program offers two tracks: the LL.M. track
for candidates with a law degree (LLB) and the MA track for those with
either an LLB or a Bachelor degree in relevant fields like political
science, sociology, psychology, philosophy, history, economics,
development studies and other fields of social sciences and
humanities. Admission is competitive, requiring performance on Addis
Ababa University’s Graduate Admission Test (GAT) and an entrance
exam administered jointly by the Center for Human Rights Studies and
School of Law. The program features instruction from distinguished
Ethiopian and international scholars across law, social sciences, and
humanities, ensuring a diverse and enriching academic experience. 
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Program Description



The duration of the Master’s Degree in Human Rights program is one
and half years (three-semesters). Students are required to complete all
coursework in the first two semesters. The curriculum begins with core
common courses in the first semester, followed by specialized track
courses (for LL.M and MA tracks) in the second semester. The final
semester is dedicated to thesis research and writing, which must be
completed within this timeframe unless an extension of time is granted
by the academic unit as per the relevant Senate Legislation.

The program emphasizes active learning through critical reading
assignments, analytical essays, critical reviews, group and individual
projects, presentations, and written examinations. Students are also
expected to be active in extracurricular activities both within the Center
and across the university to enrich their academic experience. All
courses are delivered through an intensive block teaching system,
ensuring focused engagement and efficient completion of each
module’s requirements.

Program Duration and Structure

Admission Requirements

Admission to the Master’s Degree in Human Rights Program for the MA
track will be in accordance with the rule of the AAU Senate Legislation.
Thus, applicants will be eligible to be admitted to this program if they:
 

Hold a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in fields relevant to human
rights such as law, political science, sociology, psychology,
philosophy, history, economics, development studies and other fields
of social sciences and humanities;

Pass the GAT Examination of the Addis Ababa University; and

Perform successfully in the Center’s entrance examination.


