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e Program Description

The PhD Program in Human Rights is an interdisciplinary program designed to meet
the needs of national development through the provision of independent research
of high international caliber pursued in accordance with recognized scientific and
ethical principles in the field of human rights.

The advanced teaching and research pursued within the framework of this program
instills highly specialized knowledge and analytical skills, which enables students
and graduates to autonomously carry out scholarly analysis focusing on new and
complex phenomena in the area of interdisciplinary human rights. Graduates of this
program have the necessary expertise to pursue advanced interdisciplinary human
rights research on issues of relevance in national and international contexts.

To that end, the program engages highly qualified Ethiopian as well as foreign
academics from various disciplines, including law, political science, philosophy,
sociology, and economics. In this regard, the Center can rely on its strong
relationships with other departments at Addis Ababa University as well as on its
extensive networks and partnerships with renowned foreign universities and
research institutes.

The program is open to applicants with a master’'s degree in diverse fields of social
science from an accredited university. Admission is competitive, requiring
successful performance in Addis Ababa University’s Graduate Admission Test (GAT)
and in an entrance exam administeredby the Center for Human Rights. The
entrance exam, inter alig, evaluates an applicant’s substantive knowledge, research
skills and objectives, motivation, and English language proficiency.



6 Program Duration and Structure

The duration of the program is four years. The program includes taught courses and
dissertation writing. Students are required to complete all coursework in the first two
semesters. The courses are organised into three modules focusing on “international
and national human rights systems”, interdisciplinary perspectives on human
rights”, and “research and practical skills”. The last three years are dedicated to
dissertation research and writing, which must be completed within this timeframe
unless an extension of time is granted by the academic unit as per the relevant
Senate legislation.

Without prejudice to special modalities established under each course framework,
the teaching methodology in the PhD program focuses on active student
participation and an interactive and independent learning process. Students are
assessed through a combination of assignments, including reading notes, reflection
papers, group and individual projects, presentations, and written examinations. All
courses are delivered through an intensive block teaching system, ensuring focused
engagement and efficient completion of each module’s requirements.

e Admission Requirements

Admission to the PhD in Human Rights program is possible upon the fulfillment of all
the criteria set by the admission policy of the University and the requirements set by
the Center for Human Rights. Hence, applicants will be eligible to be admitted to this
program if they:

e Hold a master's degree in programs focusing on economics, management,
history, human rights, law, philosophy, political science, public administration,
social anthropology, sociology, or other related fields in social sciences from an
accredited university.

e Pass the GAT Examination of the Addis Ababa University.

e Have demonstrated excellent academic performance in their graduate studies.
To that extent, the majority of grades earned at Master’s level have to be A’'s and
the Master’s thesis needs to have been awarded a grade of at least ‘Very Good’
or equivalent. A thesis grade of ‘good” might be accepted provided that the
applicant can submit proof of publication of two articles in reputable publication
outlets.

e Submit a project proposal on a human rights-related topic that serves for
admission evaluation purposes.

e Perform successfully in the Center’s entrance examination.



