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The Center held a national policy dialogue
forum on socio-economic rights in Ethiopia

Center for  Human Rights

Human Rights Day Event  

The Center for Human Rights organized a policy
dialogue forum in collaboration with  the Ethiopian
Human Rights Commission on "Status of Compliance
with Socio-Economic Rights Obligations in Ethiopia -
Progression or Regression?" on August 28th and 29th in
Addis Ababa.

The forum opened with a welcoming speech by Dr. Fasil
Mulatu, Head of the Center, followed by an opening
remark from H.E. Rakeb Messele, Acting Chief
Commissioner of the Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission, who provided an overview of socio-
economic rights in Ethiopia.

There were discussions on the themes of legal
recognition of socioeconomic rights , the effectiveness of
the existing policy framework to monitoring compliance
with international treaty obligations of socioeconomic
rights in Ethiopia and a human rights-based approach
to the rights to food, housing, health, education, work,
and monitoring the compliance with the rights to food,
housing, health, education, and work.

The policy dialogue intended to promote a shared
understanding of socio-economic rights and their
importance in protecting the rights of vulnerable groups.

Community rights promoters strengthened through
human rights  training

Specialized training on human rights under conflict
situations for gov’t officials & CSOs

Annual meeting with Sweden Embassy

LAC meetings organized in STRACE II project areas

Celebration of the Day of the African Child (DAC) 2024

Human rights training to AAU undergraduates

Networking and experience sharing workshop 

The dialogue served as a valuable platform
for policy discussion, generating
recommendations and fostering
collaboration, contributing to the
advancement of socio-economic rights in
Ethiopia and ensuring that the rights of all
citizens are effectively protected and
remedied.

National policy dialogue forum on socio economic rights  

Center for Human Rights academic activities 

Training of trainers on Alternative Dispute Resolution
Mechanisms (ADR)

Project Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting

Women's rights advocacy event
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The Center celebrated International Human Rights Day with panel discussion

The Center for Human Rights celebrated International Human Rights Day with a panel discussion on
'Traditional Conflict Resolution Mechanisms and Human Rights of Women' at Ellily Hotel on
December 24, 2024.

Dr. Fasil Mulatu, head of the Center for Human Rights, emphasized the importance of upholding
women's rights into traditional conflict resolution systems in his opening speech. He highlighted the
need for these practices to address gender inequality and ensure that women’s human rights are
represented.

The panel discussion covered key topics, including overviews of traditional conflict resolution
mechanisms and human rights approaches by academicians from Addis Ababa University. Practical
opportunities and challenges for addressing the human rights of women were also presented and
discussed, supported by case studies from both the Sidama and Oromia regions.

Participants included local leaders, civil society organizations, government representatives,
policymakers, legal experts, human rights advocates, and academia actively engaged in the panel
discussion and provided feedback on current customary law practices.

In his closing remarks, Dr. Getachew Assefa, Dean, College of Law and Governance Studies at AAU,
emphasized the need to strengthen collaboration and promote the inclusion of women’s rights in
conflict resolution practices.

Addis Ababa University’s Student Union and Human Rights Club commemorated International
Human Rights Day on December 20,2024 , with an event supported by the Center for Human Rights at
Eshetu Cholle Hall.

The event featured presentations on the interconnectedness of human rights, the role of youth in
human rights advocacy, and the challenges faced in Ethiopia. Additionally, the program included a
short documentary and a question-and-answer session, allowing participants to engage and
discuss human rights topics.

Human Rights Day Event focusing on youth advocacy at AAU  -  supported by
the Center 



The Center trained 80 law students from Addis Ababa, Ambo, Hawassa, and Debre Berhan Universities as
part of the STRACE II Project to provide free legal aid to vulnerable groups from March 21 - 24, 2024. 

The four-days program covered human rights, the legal profession, paralegalism, civil procedure,
succession, family law, property law, and employment law. Students gained both practical and theoretical
knowledge essential for their roles at legal aid centers.

Upon completing the program, the Center awarded certificates to the students and assigned them to serve
vulnerable groups at legal aid centers.
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Law students trained to provide free legal aid

On May 22 , 2024 the Center held its annual meeting
with representatives from the Sweden Embassy in
Addis Ababa  to discuss the progress of the STRACE II
Project, funded by the Embassy.

Dr. Amina Jama from the Sweden Embassy and Dr.
Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center, opened the meeting
by expressing mutual appreciation for their
collaboration in implementing the project. 

Dr. Fasil provided an overview of the project's first year,
highlighting key achievements, challenges
encountered, and strategies to address them. The
Finance and Administration team also presented a
detailed financial report.

Following the presentations, a fruitful discussion
ensued, with valuable input from the Sweden Embassy
to guide the project's future direction.

 Annual meeting with Sweden Embassy to review STRACE II Project
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The Center conducted a five-days Training of Trainers (TOT) on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
mechanisms, with a strong focus on protecting the rights of vulnerable groups.

The TOT was held from June 29th to July 3rd, 2024, and brought together STRACE II project coordinators,
legal practitioners, lecturers, public prosecutors, and judges. The training provided participants with the
knowledge and skills necessary to implement ADR methods such as mediation, arbitration, and
community-based dispute resolution techniques .

A key emphasis was placed on ensuring that ADR mechanisms are accessible, inclusive, and respectful
of human rights, especially the rights of women, children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities, while
being grounded in local cultural practices.

These newly trained individuals will train community rights promoters and raise awareness about
inclusive dispute resolution processes, empowering vulnerable groups in their respective project areas.

The Center built  capacity on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Mechanisms 

The Center reviews progress of STRACE II project 

The Center for Human Rights held a two-days biannual staff meeting to review the progress of the
implementation of the STRACE II project in the second year on November 16 and 17, 2024. 

During the meeting, Sub-project coordinators and area managers presented their respective implementation
reports followed by the financial report by the finance and administration head of the Center. 

The reports focused on the second-year performance, focusing on human rights promotion and protection
activities, outcomes, challenges, and mitigation measures. 

Following the presentations, a discussion was held to address the challenges encountered during project
implementation. Dr. Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center for Human Rights, concluded the meeting by
acknowledging the staff's performance and addressing the challenges raised.
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Center for Human Rights celebrated the Day of the African Child with a call
for an inclusive education
The Center for Human Rights commemorated the Day of the African Child (DAC) on June 16, 2024 with
a special event held at Mekanisa School for the Deaf, where it promoted inclusive education in
Ethiopia.

Commemorated annually on June 16th, the Day of the African Child honors the Soweto Uprising of
1976, when thousands of South African students protested against the apartheid government's
imposition of Afrikaans as the primary language of instruction in Bantu schools. 

This tragic event resulted in the loss of hundreds of lives and became a pivotal moment in the
struggle against apartheid. The OAU instituted the DAC annually in memory of these children and
called for serious commitments to addressing the numerous challenges that children across the
continent face.

This year, the Center commemorated the event under the theme of "Ensuring Access and Inclusive
Education for All Children in Ethiopia." The program featured artistic performances that raised
awareness about children's rights and advocated for inclusive education.

Dr. Dagim Melese , Executive Assistant at the Center, emphasized in his opening speech that by
organizing this event, the Center aimed to highlight the importance of creating an inclusive
environment where all children have equal access to education, empowering them to reach their full
potential.
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The Center trained CSO Leaders  to promote human rights and peace in
conflict situations

The Center for Human Rights provided a five-days training program, with a postgraduate level, titled
"Human Rights under Conflict Situations: The Nexus between Peace and Human Rights" to civil society
organizations in Addis Ababa from December 2 – 6, 2024.

The objective of this training is to equip CSOs with the knowledge and skills needed to actively promote and
protect human rights particularly of vulnerable groups in conflict situations. 

During the training, participants explored the important connections between peace and human rights and
how conflict affects human rights. 

By empowering these organizations, the Center aims to strengthen their capacity to advocate for and
ensure the better protection of these groups' rights.
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STRACE II  Project Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC)
for the Support to Teaching, Research,
and Community Engagement Project
II (STRACE II) took place on November
12, 2024  in Addis Ababa.

The Project Advisory Committee
consists of senior experts from key
stakeholders, dedicated to provide
strategic guidance, maximize impact,
support collaborative actions, and
promote sustainability of the STRACE II
project.

During the meeting, sub-project
coordinators and project managers
presented their plan and progress
updates to the PAC, enhancing
transparency and accountability
throughout the implementation of the
second year of the project.
The committee engaged in discussions on the project's implementation, providing feedback for further
enhancements and collaborative efforts on human rights mainstreaming, promotion, and access to justice
approaches that lead to positive outcomes.

Center for Human Rights and SIDA discussed to enhance collaboration

The Center for Human Rights discussed with Dr. Eren Zink
and Mrs. Karin Afrli, delegates from SIDA Stockholm, to
enhance collaboration on October 22, 2024. Dr. Fasil Mulatu,
Head of the Center, welcomed the delegates and
presented the objectives and key achievements of the
STRACE - II project, funded by the Embassy of Sweden. 

Dr. Eren expressed his appreciation for the Center's
initiatives and highlighted viable areas of future
engagements and future collaboration opportunities. This
meeting aimed to showcase partnership achievements
and strengthen collaboration with SIDA.
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The Center held women's rights advocacy event, underlining resilience
and collaborative action

The Center for Human Rights of Addis Ababa University, in partnership with the Gender and HIV/AIDS
Prevention Office and College of Law and Governance Studies, held an International Women's Day
Commemorative event focused on women's rights advocacy and collaborative action on March 16, 2024, at
Eshetu Cholle Hall. 

During his opening speech, Dr. Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center, highlighted the event's theme, "Women's
Rights Advocacy in Ethiopia's Shifting Human Rights Landscape: Sharing Stories of Resilience and Impact
for Collaborative Action." The aim was to create a platform for dialogue and collaboration among students,
government officials, and civil society organizations to address women's rights violations and integrate
human rights into university curricula nationwide. 

Distinguished speakers, including Professor Yalemtsehay Mekonnen, D/Commissioner Rigbe Gebrehawaria,
and Birtukan Midekssa, who have made significant contributions to women's and human rights advocacy in
Ethiopia, shared their experiences, career paths, and challenges. Their insights equipped students with the
knowledge and tools needed to promote and protect women's rights in the country. 

Attendees actively participated in a question-and-answer session and enjoyed performances, such as
poems, monologues, and music, aligned with the event's theme. The event emphasized the importance of
inclusive women's rights and meaningful participation within Ethiopia's cultural context.
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The Center for Human Rights held a five-days,
postgraduate-level specialized training program
titled “Human Rights under Conflict Situations: The
Nexus between Peace and Human Rights” in Addis
Ababa from June 24 - 28, 2024.

Targeting mid- and high-level government officials,
the training focused on equipping participants with
the legal and practical knowledge, skills, and
strategies needed to enhance human rights
protection in conflict settings.

By emphasizing the crucial connection between
peace and human rights, the program deepened
participants’ understanding of their intersection and
the impact of conflict on human rights violations.
Special attention was given to protecting the rights of
vulnerable groups in conflict situations.

The training aimed to enhance participants’ capacity
to respect and protect the rights of vulnerable
populations in conflict settings.

The Center provided  specialized training on human rights in  conflict
situations for high and mid-level government officials 

The Center provided a training of trainers on basic human rights for AAU
students 

The Center for Human rights organized a
two-days Training of Trainers for Addis
Ababa University undergraduate students
on Basic Human Rights  on October 19 and 26,
2024  . 

The training, which engaged the AAU
Students, Students’ Union and Human Rights
Club, aimed to equip students with essential
knowledge and skills to promote and protect
human rights.

The training focused on fundamental human
rights concepts, principles, and facilitation
techniques, with a special emphasis on the
rights of women, children, and persons with
disabilities.

The training is part of the Center’s initiatives
to mainstream human rights teaching and
training across departments in the
University.
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The Center for Human Rights organized a Networking and Experience Sharing Workshop on Human Rights
and Access to Justice on October 24, 2024 in Addis Ababa.

Dr. Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center for Human Rights, welcomed the participants and provided a presentation
on the Center's human rights education , training , promotion and provision of free legal aid services initiatives .
He emphasized the importance of collaboration and shared possible lessons for the participants.

The workshop aimed to revive a network of 28 universities, government institutions, and civil society
organizations (CSOs) formed in 2020. This network, disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, seeks to provide
accessible free legal services based on a human rights-centered approach. Participants from Salale
University, University of Gonder, and Arba Minch Universities shared their experiences in providing free legal
services.

To strengthen the consortium, participants formed working groups, and Salale University also joined as a new
member, enhancing the network's capacity for providing free legal services.

Center for Human Rights organized a Networking and Experience
sharing workshop



Center for Human Rights conducted its bi annual staff meeting , strengthens
collaboration
The Center for Human Rights conducted its two-day bi annual staff meeting on May 17 - 18, 2024 , which
brought together its leadership, project managers, staff, and collaborators from the Addis Ababa
University College of Law and Governance Studies .

During the event, attendees visited a free legal aid center in Adama and engaged in discussions with
city officials to strengthen collaboration on human rights initiatives. The city officials admired the
Center's services and expressed a desire for further cooperation.

Project managers provided insightful reports on the first-year performance of the STRACE II project.
These presentations were followed by a question-and-answer session and discussions that addressed  
challenges encountered during project implementation.

The meeting was concluded with a closing speech delivered by Dr. Fasil Mulatu, Head of the Center for
Human Rights. Dr. Fasil explained the project's overarching goal and underscored the importance of the
need for synergistic collaboration among the sub-project offices, the central office, and the
administration offices of the College of Law and Governance Studies.
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In 2024, Local Advisory Committee
meetings were organized three times in
the STRACE II Project areas across Addis
Ababa, Ambo, Adama, Debre Berhane,
and Hawassa.

Within the project implementation
areas, these meetings brought together
governmental organizations, civil
society groups, and community
associations that promote and protect
human rights.

During these meetings, project offices
presented their plans and provided
updates on the project's progress to
enhance transparency and
accountability, ensuring that all
stakeholders were well-informed and
actively engaged in the project's
execution.
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Community Rights Promoters trained to advocate for human rights

As part of the STRACE II project, a five-days training
program was held for Community Rights Promoters
from August 19 – 23 , 2024 in Addis Ababa, Ambo,
Hawassa, Adama, and Debre Berhane. 

The Community Rights Promoters, selected from
various associations, including Idir, women's
associations, disability associations, and labor unions,
are set to play a crucial role in raising awareness
about human rights and promoting social justice.

The training focused on enhancing their knowledge
and skills to effectively advocate for the rights of
vulnerable groups and to assist victims in accessing
legal remedies for rights violations.

Enhancing community engagement : Local Advisory Committee meetings
organized  in STRACE II project areas 

The LAC meetings served as a collaborative platform, promoting coordination among various entities
and supporting the effective implementation of the STRACE II Project.



The Center for Human Rights delivered a basic
human rights training program for 500
undergraduate students at Addis Ababa University,
empowering them to become advocates for human
rights within their communities.

Taking place over the days of May 11 and 12, 2024, this
program was designed to provide an overview of a
basic human rights principles and concepts for
students from diverse academic backgrounds,
including both natural and social sciences.

This training not only equipped students with a solid
understanding of human rights principles and
concepts but also served as a pilot program to
integrate human rights education into the curricula
of all universities across Ethiopia. It is a second round
program under STRACE II Project. 
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The Center delivered Human Rights training to AAU undergraduates

Human Rights training for Local Government Officials & CSOs

In an effort to strengthen the promotion and
protection of human rights, our Center provided
training for local government officials and civil
society organizations (CSOs) from September 4 - 6,
2024 in Addis Ababa, Adama, Ambo, Debre Berhan,
and Hawassa areas as part of the STRACE II project.

The training aimed to enhance the knowledge and
capacity of stakeholders in protecting human rights,
with a special focus on the rights of women, children,
workers, people with disability, and migrants, in line
with international and domestic laws.

This initiative is designed to ensure that the rights of
all individuals, particularly vulnerable groups, are  
safeguarded by law. By equipping participants with
the necessary skills and knowledge, the Center aims
to improve their awareness and decision-making,
fostering more  inclusive and preventative
approaches to protecting the rights of vulnerable
groups.



The Center for Human Rights, as part of
the Support to Teaching, Research, and
Community Engagement Project II
(STRACE II), hosted Dr. Henrique Napoleão
Alves, an international researcher. As such
the Center aimed to enhance academic
exchange and partnership programs
focused on human rights promotion and
protection.

During his stay, Dr. Alves shared his
expertise through a public lecture on
"Human Rights, Climate Change, and
Vulnerable Groups." He also provided
mentorship to Ph.D. students, guiding them
in refining their dissertation proposals.
Additionally, Dr. Alves provided lectures on
Research Methodology and International
Human Rights Systems.

Beyond knowledge sharing, Dr. Alves and
the Center explored potential areas of
collaboration between the Center for
Human Rights and his home university to
strengthen international academic
exchange programs and partnership.
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The Center hosted Dr. Henrique Napoleão, an International Researcher 

The Center for Human Rights held a PhD colloquium

The Center for Human Rights
held a PhD colloquium on
April 1st and 2nd, 2024,
featuring insightful research
presentations. 

PhD students addressed key
questions and
methodologies, fostering
active discussion, and
feedback from the
participants.

Academic activities of the Center 



Guest Lecture by , Dr. Matthew Scott
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On June 13, 2024, Dr. Matthew Scott, a senior
researcher at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute and an
associate professor at Lund University, delivered a
guest lecture at the Center for Human Rights. 

His lecture explored the concept of FIRE (Framework
for Integrating Human Rights and Gender Equality) in
Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change
Adaptation strategies.

Dr.Yitaktu Tibebu

successfully defended her
dissertation on
"Contextualization and
Responses to Global
Norms on Child Marriage:
A Case Study of Quarit
Woreda, Amhara
Regional State, Ethiopia."

successfully defended her
dissertation on
"Responses to the
Formalization of Rural
Women's Land Rights in
the Ethiopian Plural
Justice System: The Case
Study of Sidaama
Regional State"

successfully defended his dissertation  on
"Responsibilities towards Conflict-Induced
Internally Displaced Persons in Ethiopia:
Exploring Normative Frameworks & Institutional
Responses."

successfully defended his dissertation on “An
Assessment of the Human Rights Implications of
Climate Change Policy Action in Ethiopia: The
Case of Humbo Afforestation /Reforestation
(A/R) Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
Mitigation Measure”

Dr.Anchinesh Shiferaw

Dr.Behaylu GirmaDr.Dagim Melese

Human Rights PhD Defenses 2024



Center for  Human Rights


